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June 4, 2009

Ms. Paula Hart

Office of Indian Gaming

Bureau of Indian Affairs

United States Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Re:  The Ak-Chin Indian Community’s Opposition to the Tohono 0’odham Nation’s
Land into Trust Proposal for an Off-reservation Casino in Glendale, Arizona

Sent via Fax to 202-501-1516 and U.S. Mail
Dear Ms. Hart:

On behalf of the Ak-Chin Indian Community (*Ak-Chin”), I am writing to inform
you, and the Department of Interior, that the Community is vehemently opposed to the
Tohono O’odham Nation’s land into trust proposal for an off-reservation casino to be
Iocated in Glendale, Anzona.

The Ak-Chin Indian Reservation was established in 1912 and comprised almost
48,000 acres. A few months later, over half of our Reservation was seized by the federal
government, and reduced to its present day size of around 22,000 acres. We have
approximately 800 members, and are a small, rural farming village. We are located about
35 mules southeast of Phoenix, Anzona.

As you know, Glendale, Arizona is over 150 miles from Tohono O’odham’s
headquarters in southern Arizona (Sells). As you also know, the Glendale casino site, in
central Arizona, is not part of the Tohono O’odham’s reservation. In addition to being a
far-flung casino proposal, the land into trust casino site will not house any tribal
members. Furthenmore, Tohono O’odham members working at the casino will have to
commute over 100 miles each way to get to the casino. Hence, the current proposal is for
an off-reservation gaming site and should be rejected.

The Ak-Chin casino is also located about 45 southeast from the proposed
Glendale casino. Our tribal government casino is the foremost economic development

resource which provides for our tribal govermment, and programs and services for tribal

members. Thus, Tohono O’odham’s proposed casino would impose significant negative
impacts on our tribe and tribal members.

From its inception, Indian gaming as permitted in Arizona was formulated so as to
carefully balance the competition among the various gaming tribes in order for all such
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tribes to continuously operate profitable gaming enterprises. In 2002, Arizona voters
approved Proposition 202, which authorized limited and regulated gaming on then
existing Indian reservation lands. Arizona voters also rejected Proposition 201 which
would have allowed for off-reservation gaming.

Presently, Tohono Q’odham has three casinos on its reservation in Pima County.
In 2003, Tohono O’odham purchased land outside their reservation as part of a plan to
open a $500 million casino in Maricopa County, surrounded by the City of Glendale, and
outside their aboriginal lands.

Ak-Chin has one casino on its reservation. We compete with numerous nearby
tribal casinos including, Gila River’s three casinos, Salt River’s two casinos, and Fort
McDowell’s one casino. Tohono O’odham’s proposed off-reservation next to Glendale
casino would seriously upset the delicate competitive balance among tribes; generally
reflect negatively on Indian gaming in Arizona; and significantly reduce Ak-Chin’s
gaming revenues which fund valuable services and programs for our tribal government
and members. Therefore, in order fo protect the best interests of the Ak-Chin Indian
Community and jts members, the Commumity Council strongly opposes Tohono
O’odham’s lapd into trust proposal for an off-reservation casino next to Glendale,
Arizona. (See attached Resolution).

We appreciate your consideration, and look forward to public hearings on this
issue. If you have any questions, please contact me at 520-568-1032.
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